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Laſting Serclement. 


SIR, 
Perceive you are ſoon moy*d into Paſſion, and can grow 
Angry upon ſuch a ſcore as will much more reflect up- 
on your ſelf, and the Party you have eſpouſed. You 
pretend 1 am a» Enemy to Parliaments; When really I am 
a much more-hearty friend to them, than they are, 
or you your ſelf, as ſhall be clearly Demonſtrated be- 
fore 1I- take leave of you. 

But I deſire you to confider well what you mean by the word 
Parliament, that you may not (as too many Zealots do) miſtake 
the Word for the Thing it ſelf. The Parliament of England is 
the Aſſembly of the King, and the Three Eſtates of the King- 
dome, (which are the Lords Spiritual, the Lords Temporal, and 
the Commons) to debate matters of emergent Difficulty. touching 


the Common-Weal ; and to decide and ſettle them by mature ad- 


vice to the beſt advantage thereof. 

Now the King being the Head of this Parliament (without 
whom it cannot ſo much as have a being, in the right Notion 
and true Nature of a Parliament) I hope I ſhall not be accoun- 
ted an Enemy, at. leaſt to His Majeſty, having ſerved Him and 
his Koyal Father of ever Bleſſed Memory, as well in the times of 
War as Peace, for Forty years together. 


Take a Parliament in the right Netien and juſt Conſtituti- 
2 on 
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on of it; and 1 am ready to Subſcribe to the*ſence of that 


De Repub. 4u- great States-/Mar, Sir Thomas Smith, in the Character he gives. 
glor. 1. 2. C.2- of this Supream Court, <« In comitiis Parliamentarits, &c, The 


* moſt high and abſolute Power of the Realm of England, con- 
< ſiſteth in the Parliament; for the Parliament abrogateth old 
« Laws, maketh New, giveth Order for things paſt, and for 
© things hereafter to be followed ; changeth the Rights and Poſ- 
<« ſeſſions of private Men; Legitimateth Baſtards, Corroborates 
«< Religion by Civil Sanctions, Alters Weights and Meaſures ; 
-©« Preſcribes and d:termines the Right of Succeſſion to the Crown, 
<« defines doubtful Rights where there is no Law already made, &c. 
The Wiſdom and Learning of the Kingdom ſuppoſed, in a great 
Meaſure, to be Aſſembled here, the Parliament may very well 
be able to reſolve and affign, where The &K:ighe of Succeſſion is, 


in doubtful Caſes; But they can no more make a j-/t Title of a i 


bad One, or a lawful Prince of an C/urper, than they can mak 
a Man a Woman. 

The King (we ſay, and the Z:w ſayes fo too) car do mo 
wrong : But *twas never ſaid fo of the 4 hree Eſfares of Parlia- 
ment. And if theſe do amits, ſurely, I may juſtly be diſpleas'd 
at them, when they do to, and yet be no enemy to the Conſti- 
tution. 1 may blame my Child, my Wife, and yet have a very 
tender Afﬀection for them. But we mult remember ?®tis the Aſ- 
ſembly Entire, and made up of all its. Conſtiracnt Parts that we 
mult value. Divide the E/tates from their Hex, or from one 
anotner, and you dillolve the Government. And when they are 
well Vnited, and att regularly by common Suffrage and Conſent, 
yet they are not inſpired, they Act as men, and we are to at- 
tribute no more to them, we are to expect no more from them, 
then to and from a Humane Conſtirutio, 

But the Author you alleadge, ſeems to make a Parliament 
[ifallible; elſe how can he ſo confidently alleadge what they 
have done, to Evince the Legality of whatever they ſhall-do 
hereafter ? Does Matter of Fact always conclude a certain Right ? 
He is a very ill Lozzcian that ſo argues. For if this Rule were 
granted, the blackeſt Villanies that Hell can invent or hatch, 
ſuch as have fill'd the Age that did them with ſhame and hor- 
ror, may be defended ; all the moſt execrable Rebellions, U- 
ſurpations) Depoſings of Princes, and Regicides, that = 

en 


5] 


been Committed or done by Parliaments, even by that of Fo1y- 
One are to bejuſtifyed ; and not only ſo, but become fair Prece- 


dents to encourage the like hereafter. And to this purpoſe are all 


thoſe Precedents produced by the Tory-Plot-ZAaker to deſtroy 
Succeſſitn, - 

And if all thata Parliament does (that is, the Prime with 
the aſſent of the Three Eftates) be warrantable, juſt and good, 
then the eſtabliſhment of Pepery in the dayes+of Queen Aary 
was ſo too; and this Gentleman, who is ſo good at alledging 
Precederts, may be as well furniſhed perhaps with precedents 
on that ſide, if he had occaſion for it. But if that were ill done 
by Queen Mary and her Parliament, it follows undeniably, that 
all Parliamentary proceedings are not warrantable, nor their Acts 
to be drawn into example. 

The Gentleman ſhould diſtinguiſh betwixt a- Power that is 
Uncontroulable, and that which 1s Infallitle. An Uncontroula- 
ble Power may be damnably Wicked, (ſo was Cro-wels :) but 
an Infallible Power cannot be ſo. Indeed an Uncontroulable 
Power can take no wrong (while it continues uncontroulable : ) 
but an /zfallitle Power can do none. A Parliament, becauſe it 
is the Szpream Court, is not Subject to Coercica 3 but for all tharz 
it may do great, very great Injuſtice, and ſo be very blameable 
upon that account, If they were 1»fa!l:ble, what need ſuch can- 
vaſling at EletFions, and at Committees about them afterwards ? 
Why ſuch ſhuffling and cutting to Pack the Cards, and get a 
ſuit of Members into the Houſe, to make ſure our own Game? 
*Tis but fitting down in their ſeats (as the Pope does in his Chair) 
and paſs a Yore, and the buſineſs is done. All is juſt, if They be 
Infallible: But God knows *tis far otherwiſe. This is Solemnly 
acknowledged by the Lord Hollis in his laſt Eft, and he cites 
Law for it in his Remarmes (p. 60.) where He faith, «© The 
« Authority of any one Parliament I know-to be very great; 
«yet it is a known Maxime in the Law, Parliament poit Errer, 
« A Parliament may err; and another Parliament may mend, 
& whar one doth amiſs; Parliament-Men are Men, and may an] 
© do ſometimes Miſtake as well as other Men. Thus that Lord 
« hath ingenuouſly acknowledged; and Mr. Selden teils us, 
&« that Arne Peirce was unjuſtly convitted in a Parliament of 
*50. £.3, and that the then Speaker of the Commons did con- 
<« feſs It. Bug 


OfTudicat. in 
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But to come neerer home to our felves; A Party in. both 
"Houſes had a Deſign to take away the Life of the Earl of Seraf- 
ford; but their Evidence-was not ſufficient in a judicial way, 
and according to the due Forms of Law. *© Hereupon they 
« call in the Lege/lativ: Power to their Aſſiſtance ; That they 
<« might proceed againſt him by the light of their own Con- 
& ſciences, without any further Proof or Teſtimony. But know- 
« ing of .what dangerous conſequence it might be hereafter, 
© to the Lives and Fortunes -of themſelves and their Poſterity ; 
© They added a Clauſe to the Bill, that itſhould not be drawn 
into example hereafter. Habemus L:gem; We have a Law, and 
by that Law He ought to Die. The very Malice of the Jews could 
admit of ſo much Juſtice: But feramus Legem, Let us Make a 
[New] Law, to take away his Life ; Th # little leſs than Barba- 
rows, And whether it be a greater inſtance of Injuſtice to Suborn 
Witneſſes to Prove a deadly Crime againſt the /rnocert ; Or, to 
Frame a New Law on purpoſe to make him G//ty, I ſhall not de» 

*Ercay Beer, termine : But ſure I am) the late Royal Martyr of Bleſſed Memory, 

-on the Earl ſyffer?d much in the Remorſe of Ccnſcrence, for paſling that Bill into 

of Straffords 2 Law, as is evident in his Divineſt Meditations, Having reckoned 

Death. up the Heads of his Accuſation, They Enatt, That he ſtand atjudged 
and attaintedof High Treaſon,that be ſhall ſuffer Death, and forfeit all 
his Goods and Chattels, Lands and 1 enements, &c. But then, as a 
Convittion of their own inju#tice inthe Caſe, they add this Clauſe : 
viz. Provided that no Judge, or Judges, Fuſtice or Fuſtices what- 
foever, ſhall adjudge or wntergret any Att or Thing to be Treaſon, 
nor hear or determine any Treaſ-n, nor m any other manner, then 
be or they ſhould or ought to have done before the making of this 

© Obſervat. -on Af. 41d as if this Att bad never been made. Thus have we Trea- 
the Hiſtory of /0# and no Treaſon in the ſelf-ſame aCtion ; that being judged 
the Reign of Treaſon in this one man, which never was to be judged Trea- 

*. Charles p. ſor: in any other, as Dr. Heylen well obſerves. 

231.06 Beſides, we know the £crds and Commons, yea.and the Com- 
mons alone, nay a part» the worſt and moſt; fatt:o#s part of 
them, have «ſurpt the- power of all the Three Eſtates, and then 
Depod and Murared their Prince ; and ſhall any Subject dare 
to aſlert. this tobe Juſtifyable; and alledge that it has been done ; 
and therefore 'tis Lawful to do't again.? yet this is the Sum of 
that doubty Argument which thas. Loyal Gentleman ſo much 
Lriumphs in. If 
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If you talk of Reat Enemies to Parliaments, certainly they 
are the worſt and greateſt, who turn them into /dols, affect 
and Admire them beyond the meaſure of a Humane-Creature, 
and commit at leaſt, ſuch Csvil Idolatry with them, as makes 
them not only ſuſpefted to aſpire - above the Spheare of Re- 
preſentatives : but really to become: a Burden to Prince . and 
People, and indeed a greater Gr:evance'than any they are con- 
tnited or intruſted to redreſs. | 

*Tis not to be denyed, the Parliament is the. Supream=Conrt 
of the Kingdom, (when they are ma conjunftion with their So- 
veraign) and therefore «1controulable while they are ſo: But 
when they att againft their Prince, the fundamental Laws, 
and the eſtabliſht Government, then they are not the Supreme- 
Court : but a Fadt:on, that ſets up it ſelf againſt it: And' tho” 
their Numbers and Combinations may make ther »nconrromable 
and ſecure for a time, yet really they are not unaccountable 
either before God or man; and am ſure ?tis an ill Precedent 
to the Prerogative of Authority to let them finally goe unpuniſhed. 

How undutifol and wneaſie they have been to their Soverazgns, 
is not to be- reported in theſe Papers, 'becauſe not to be com- 
priſed in fo ſhort a Pamphler as 1 defign'to publiſh. But that 


. Learned Divine and Great Hi$torian of a deepand piercing judg- Dr. Zeyles + 
ment, has a witty obſervation upon King Fames. Our Chro- Obſervat. on / 


niclers ſaith He, tells us of King James, that at his firſt coming 


to the Crown of England, cc He uſed to £0 often To the T ower, Charles. Pag, : 


« to ſee the Lyon (the reputed King of Beaſts) baited, ſome- 


« times by Doeggs, and ſometimes by Horſes; which I could 1656. 


« never read, ſaith He, without ſome regret ; the baiting of 
o me an ill Preſage of thoſe 


© many baitings, which He (a King of Men) found afterwards 
«at the hands of His Subjects. | 

But the baitings of that King of happy Memory was but Sport 
in compariſon of what his Su and Succeſſor, Charles the firſt 
ſuffered under them. And I fhall content my ſelf in tran- 
ſcribing ſome few particulars of the Account that is given thereof, 
by that judicious and knowing Obſervaror. 

Never did any Prince fooften Fail his Crown to his People ; 
which (as- he obſerves) ſerved to no effe&t, but to make them 


the more inſolent and imperions. After many indignities and 
provo-. 
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provocations ziven him by the diſorder and tumultuous Carri- 

age of . ſome. Members (which you may read, very handfomly 

of the Raign and ingenuouſly: deſcribed at large, in_Mr. H. Leſtrange his 
of K. Charles. Hiſtory) His Majeſty was forced to dillolve that Parliament ; 
fol. 132, and it ſeems it was the opinion of moſt men, that the d:fſolurro:? 
of that Parliament, was the e:d of All; « And certainly, ſaith 

Ibid P.g2, &c, © Dr. Heylyn, there was very good reaſon why it might be thought 
©, the King never having good Succeſs in any of his Parli- 
« aments, {ince his firſt coming to the Crown; and withall hay- 
<«< ing an example before-.his eyes, of the like diſcontinuance of 
< aflembling the Three Eſtzrtes in the Realm of Frazce, by the 
 < King then Reigning, and_that upon far leſs provocations than 
« were given King Charles. For whereas in an Aſlembly of the 
« Three. Eftates Ann. 1614. the Third Eſtate, which repreſents 
& our Houſe of Commons, entrenched too buſily upon the liberties 
< of the Clergy, and ſome preheminencies and exemptions which 
« the Nobility enjoyed by the favour of ſome. former Kings; it 
& oave-the King ſo great offence, that he reſolved, firſt to D:/- 
« lus chem, and never after to be troubled with the like /mper- 
© x1nencies, - Nor was there ſince that time any ſuch Afembly, nor 
© like to be hereafter - in the times enſuing ; thoſe Kings growing 
<« weary of that yoke, which that great Repreſentative did endea- | 
« your to impoſe upon them. But becauſe he would not cut off 
< all communication betwixt himſelf and his people, he ordained 
:& 2nother kind of meeting in the place thereof, which he called 
& L2z Afſembli des Notables, that is to fay, The Aſſembly of ſome 
*«« Principal Perfons; compoſed of ſome Selected Perſons out of 
«every Order:or Eſtate (of his own Nomination) whereunto 
<* ſhould be added ſomie Counſellor out of every Court of Parli- 
« ament> (of which there are cight in all in France) through- 
& ont that Kingdome 3 which being fewer in number, would not 
«breed ſuch a confuſion, as the general Afembly of the States 
«had done before, and be withall more pliant and conforma- 
© ble- to the Kings deſires; and yet their Acts to be no leſs 
« 0bliging to all ſorts of People than the other were. Snch an 
< Aſſembly as this (but that the Clergy had no vote in it) was that 
< which was called here by. the Lord Protettor, immediately 
< after the diſſolving of the late long Parliament, who poſli- 
<:b>ly* had his hint from this 17ſt:rutiovn. And this may _ all 
arlia- 
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« Parliaments in the times Succeeding, to be more careful in 
« their Councils, and uſe more moderation in purſuance of them ; 
< eſpecially when they meet with an armed Power, for fear 
<* they ſhould not only interrupt, but cut off that Spring, from 
« whence the Bleſſings both of Peace and Happineſs, have for- 
« merly been derived on this Church and State. No man 
© can love his fetters tho they be of Gold. If therefore Par- 
« /l;amerits ſhould find no way to preſerve the L:berty of the 
« people, but to put fetters on the Prince or Pow:r that” calls 
« them ; if from being Cowrſellors, at the beſt they ſhall prove 
& Controuers,” they muſt blame no body but themſelves in caſe 
& they ſhould be diſcontinued for the time to come. . In the 
&« mean time that ſaying of Paterculus may be worth their no- 
« ting, Non turpe e3r ab eo vinci, quem vincere efſet nefas ; it. is 
« no ſhame to ſubmit to thoſe, whom it were lin to overcome. 
Thus farr that diſcerning Dottor. 

How they uſed His Majeſty in the Caſe of Ship-Aoney, 
<« ought not to be forgotten ; yet the opinion of the legality of 
«it was ſo fixed in the minds of many underſtanding Menz 
<« that it could not eafily be removed: 1. In regard of the 
« oreat 1carning and integrity of the man, by whom it was 
& firſt ſet on foot. 2. Becauſe all- the Judges had ſubſcribed 
< unanimouſly to the Lawfulneſs of it in time of danger, of 
« whaeh danger the King was declared to be the Judge. 3. Be- 
© cauſe being brought to a publick Trial, after it had been 
« zrgued by the Councel on both ſides, in the Court of Juſtice, 
<« 2nd by all the Judges in the Exchequer - Chamber, there 
«< palled a definitive ſentence for it on behalf of the King 
<« 4, Becauſe voted down by the Houſes of Parliament in a more 
& Arbitrary way, than was expected without being brought to a 
© review, neither the Kings Councel being heard, nor the judges 
<« calked to ſhew the Reaſons of their Opinions. 5. Becauſe 
«it was ordered by the Houſe of Commons, that the Arguments 
« of Juſtice Crooke and Juſtice Huron for the illegality there- 
& of ſhould be put in Print : thoſe of the other Eight * Judges which 
«were for the legality of it, continuing ſupprelled ; which gave 
© occaſion to moſt men to think, that there was more reaſon 
&« for it in thoſe Arguments, then was thought fit to ſee the 
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-* light. And laſt of all, becauſe notwithſtanding all this Care 


Heylyn 16. P. 


«to Vote down this Aſſeſſment, they were fain to have re- 
« courfe to the King, for obtaining of an Act of Parliament 
© to ſecure them from it for the time to come. i his we are 
obliged to that worthy Dr. for. 

But notwithſtanding, they made it their buſineſs to incroach 
upon his Prerogative, His Majeſty could not lay: aſide his pro- 
perty to be Gracious ; and though ſome members of the Houſe 
of Commons, in His Third Parliament, (being impriſoned for 
the refuſal of a loan) brought with them both a Power and W:1, 
to avenge themſelves by the reſtraint of his Prerogative : yet 
was he 1o melted into tenderneſs by a Grant of ſome Subſiates, 
that he bid his Secretary tell them, He would deny them noths 19 


- of their Liberties, which any of his Predeceſſors had granted to them, 


Ar. L'eſtrange. 


and finally in the cloſe thereof, He enacted the Pectzrion of Right, 
and made it paſs into a Law: Of which that Hiſtorian tells 
us, That never Arbitrary Power ſince Monarchy (was) firſt foun- 
ded did ſo, Submittere taſces, /o vail his Scepter ; Never did the 


: Prerogative, deſcend ſo mich from perch to popular lure, as by 


Þ.P. 248. 


that Conceſlion. \ 
But having prevailed upon his goodneſs to take himſelf dow, 


thus low, they were reſolved to keep him ner; for, having 
brought him to this paſs, ſaith my Author, how eaſily did they 
(through their importunity, or rather violence) gain from him 
ſeveral As, for ſuppreſſing the Authority of the Clerke of 
che Market, and the Court of Srarnnerzes, for retrenching the 
Preambulation of the Forreſts, and repealing the old Afs for 
Knight-hood ; and finally (not to ſay any thing of the l:- 
tiz, with the Forts and Navy, wherein they had not his con- 
ſent) with what a ſtrong hand did they draw him to the aboliſh- 
ing of Ship-Money, the Star-Chamber, the High-Commiſſion, the 
Courts of the Marqueſs on the North, the Juriſdiction of all 
the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, ſome priviledges formerly enjoyed by 
the Councel Table, &c. But this is not all: For, 

Having driven him away by Tumults, they endeavoured by 
Remonſtrances, Declarations and Propoſitions, to make his Re- 
turn impoſſible. In June 42. the faction ſends a Petition with 
Nieteen Propofitions to his Majeſty, many of which his Ma- 


jeſty declared he could neither in Honour or Conſcience _ 
ent 


Ez 
ſent unto. One of which faith the Royal Martyr, (in his Chap- 
ter of the nineteen Propoſitions) was, {o bind my ſelf to a gene- 
ral and implicite Conſent to whatever they ſhall deſire or propmumd ; 
which were as if Sampſon ſhould have conjented not only to bind his 
own hands, and cut off his hair, but to put out his own eyes, that 
the Philiſtians mzht with the more ſafety mack and abuſe him ; which 
they choſe rather to do, th-n quite to d'ſtroy him, when h: was Le- 
come ſo tame an O-ojiit, ard fit occaſion for their ſport and ſeorr. 

But by this time, the Fatt:oz (having drawn the Seditious 
part of the C:ty and C:2try in to their Allance) bezan to entitle 
themſelves to a ſhare in Soverarenty, and a Coord:- 
zatc Power with His Majeſty. And that, Coordin.-- 


Parem non babet Rex in 
Regno ſuo. Omvris ſub eo ef, 


ta ſe invicem ſupplent, ſuch Powers as are Coorad:- & ipſe ſub nullo ni tantum 


nate may ſupply the defe?ts of one, another, being {ub Des. 


a moſFundoubted Maxime in the Schools of LZ:- Ea que Furiſdictionis ſunt 


gick,, the two Houſes take upon them to att with- © pacis . ad 


pertt-. 


out the Kings and againſt him 3 then a part of both 4% 1 44 coronm © Dig: 
ſe the King and all the reſt: and at mtatem Regiam, Nec 4 coro- 
Houſes opPpole t © 7 14 ſeparart paſſunt, Bratton. 


laſt the Fa##ions part of the Commons exclude the 

Loris, And to give themſelves ſome Colour of Authority, 
(1648.) they paſs this Vote, That the Repreſentative of the Pec- 
ple in Parliament have the Supream Power of the Nation : and what- 
ſoever is enatted or declared for Law by the Commons in Parlia- 
ment, bath the form of a Law ; and the People are corcluded thereby, 
tho the Conſent of King and Peers be not had therennto. 

Becauſe Coordinates can ſupply the place of one another 3 The 
two Houſes take the Rule upon them without (and againſt) the 
King ; Then a Part of both Houſes : Then the Commons ex- 
cluding the Lords. And having raiſed an Army and ſeized 
the Militia by Sea and Land, poſleſt themſelves of His Majeſties 
Towns,Forts and Caſtles;and proving ſucceſsful jn their attempts, 
They prefumed Their Power was incontroulable; and then 
They call the King to an acconnt ( Horrefco referens,) tho the 


Law fayes, The Parliament may. not give Judy ment againſt the + Tnitic. 
King, If we may believe their Darling Sir Edw.”-4 Core * : And Shep. Ab 


2 Ve 
ridg, 


there is good reaſon for it; For if the Breath of the Kinrs No- tit. prog. pe | 


trils was neceſſary to orve them their Being, it 1s a little trrational 52 
firils ie FOES 8? The great 


oint of SuCc- 
c2ſhon Ditcuſ- 


to ſuppoſe, they could thence derivs a Lawful Power to diftroy thi 
Author of tterr life : beſides (as a very, ingenious Perſon jarpnes ) 


B 2 ; LGIP ſed, Digs I 4. 
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Low C4 it b: ſuppoſed they could proceed juſtly tro paſs a final ſen- 
terice upon Him, whoſe concurrence was abſolutely required to give 
birth to any Law which might concerua His Meaneſt Sujects, tho 
they thought #t never ſo convement ? 

Yet ſuch Doctrines were ſpread abroad by many of their 
Schiſmatical and Seditious Divines, eſpecially by their Prozd, 
Bold and Heady Chaplain Mr. Baxter. For, taking it for granted, 
that the Soyveraizn Fower, by the Conſtitution of this Govern: 
ment, is divided between the Prince, and Senate, (by which he ex- 
prelleth himſelf in many places of his Pamphlets and Writings, 
to mean the Houſe of Commons) He ſaith,1 hat the Legislative Power 
being drvided between a Prince ard Senate, the Prince invading th: 
Senarcs Right, (tho ?tis evident the Senate he pleads for were the 
Agegreſſrs) may juſtly be reſiſted, and loſe his Right , Nay and his 
lire wo; and he thinks they could never ingage an Awny. to 
defend them upon other terms. - And theſe DoCtrines do not 
drop from his Pen by chance and without adviſement z for he 
repeats it over and over upon all occaſions in his Writings, as 


you may find them collected to your hand in the Book mentio- 


ned in the Margent. Jf the body of a Commonwealth, or thoſe 
that hav? part in the Legislative Power, and fo in the Su £racy, 


ſhould unwillmgly (but the Faction he pleads for were delignedly) 


ingaged in a Warr with the Prince, and after many years Blood 
and Deſclation, judicially take away his Life, as guilty of all this 
Blood, and not to be truſted any more with Government ; and all 
this they do riot as private men, but as the remaining Soveraign Pow- 
er, and ſay they do according to the Laws : (and what Rebel or 
Traytor will not ſay ſo?) «undoubtedly the caſe differs very much 
from Papiſts Murdering of Kings. If you be not already ſick 
of this Seditious Doctrine,. Ple give you a little more; He ſaith 
That the Law that ſaith the King ſhail have the Militia, ſuppoſerh 
zt rabe againſt Enemies, (and are not Rebels and Traytors ſuch ;) 
and not agamſi the Commonwealth, nor them that have. a part um 
the Soveraignty ; and to reſiſt him here, is not to reſiſt Power, but 


; Uſurpation and private Will, And where the Soveraignty 15 divi- 


ded ito ſeveral hands, as into King and Parliament, and the King 
wvades the other part, they- may lawfully defend their own by Warr, 
and the Subjett lawfully affift them ; yea tho the Power of the Mi- 
litia be expreſsly grven to the King, unleſs it be alſo expreſſed that 

i 
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it forall not be in the other, Holy Commonwealth. Thi. 363, - 

And this Mr. Baxter delivers not as his owu {ingle ſenie ; 
« for. he tells us, .** Surely it was the Fudgment of the Parliament 
*« (fo he calls any thing that pretended to a Power to oppoſe 
© the King) por the diviſion (between the King and them? thc 
& Power was In. them to defend themſelves and the Common- 
« wealth, and ſuppreſs all Subjects that were in Armes againſt 
& them : and that thoſe that did reſiſt them, did reſiſt the Higher 
« Powers ſet over them by God, and. therefore were guilty - of 
« the damnation of Reililters. 

: Ono teneam 1noao. . 

What Law or Goſpel can ſecure the Rights or Life of Prin- 
ces from the D:ſtiztt:ons of this Seditious- Ca/urſt. 

What Prince can be in love with any Parliament of this Com- 
plexion? Wherefore "They, who publiſht ſuch Doftrine, and 
make ſo cloſe an Application and Uſe of it in their Practice, - 
have the greater lin, and are the greateſt Enemes to Parlia- 
ments. . 

For our preſent Gracious Soveraign (whom God long preſerve 
in health and happineſs) their uſage of him is freſh in every mans 
Memory. When. the Lord return'd him- from this Exile, then 
were we /tke unto them that Dream, All Loyal hearts were warm'd 
with.joy, and the Factious Child with guilt, no leſs than with 
their oJd fcars ard jealouſies. This kept them quiet awhile : - but 
as ſoon as the At? of Oblivion had ſecured them againſt thoſe - 
Fears, and the King-had taken many of them into- his warm 
Boſome, then the (lately benam?d) Serpent began to: Hifſe and 
ſhoot out his Stzmg anew. And being well read and practiſed - 
in the Arts of Diſhmujation and Wheadling, they ſoon felt how 
the Pulſe beat in every Party, and began to work upon the Weak- 
neſs of ſome, and the Diſcontents of others, whoſe Ambition- or 
Avarice had met with diſappointments. 

When they had muſtred up their Numbers and came to know 
their own ſtrength, then they began to ſtrike up, 1 he ſecond Part 
to the ſame Tune of Forty Que. And altho the 1 :tle was not now 
{et. up at the Houſe of Commons Dccre, as it was then, A King 
and no King ; yet the Play was the very fame, which they were 
Acting within (as many of us can very weil remember) _ the 
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addition of ſome new Sceres and Ators. And ſo eaper they 
were in the purſuit of their Delign, they were reſolvd to ſacri- 
fice any thing to carry It on, 'as their own Votes and Speeches have 
inform'd us- | | 

What regard they had to the Honour of the Nation, we 
may efily Calculate from Thelr negle& of Tangier; the pre- 
ſervation Whereof (conlidering the Circumſtances ?rtwas in) 
was no leis a Wonder than the Mole erected there; Which 
Divine Provider:ce reſerved for the Glory of His Hajeſty to ac- 
compliſh- 

And whereas, of Antient times, it was no leſs the Gereroſity, 
than the Duty and AﬀeCttion of _ Ezgliſh Subjetts to raiſe their 
Contributions freely to ſupport the Crows, now of late, through 
the inſinvation and contrivance of- evil men, Theſe Arides and 
Srbſidies are never granted, but to make a M.rchanarze of 
it. . | 
For they are afraid the burden of the Crown ſhould oppreſs 

\ the Exglih Liberties, (tho the truth is, Theſe Liberties have 
Engliſh LidCr- met with very favourable Seaſons to ſhoot forth : and the 
——_ Branches thereof have been Complicated and imbelliſht with fo 

much Artifice by a cunning hand, that they are come to a 
pretty Convenient Head, to emulate the Crown it ſelf, if not af- 
front it: And to make this Luxuriant Tree the more uſeful, 
every man) at the price of a ſingle ſhilling, may have it Planted 
at his own door, to ſhelter him from almoſt all the Storms and 
Thunder of- the Penal Laws, and Coercive Government.) For 
all this, I ſay, They are afraid, the weight or dreeping influ- 
ences of the Crown ſhould quench the growth of their En»1:iſh 
Likerties, Wherefore they attempt, as faſt as they can, to 
pluck away the Maſſie Flowers of it; And filling up their pla- 
ces with ſharp Croſſes, They encircle it with a Wreath of thorny 
Cares, that it niay fit uneaſy upon their Princes Head, and 
make him the more willing to let them pull it off. 
Though it was our Saviours charge, that we ſhould Render 
| unto Ceſar the thinss that are Ceſarss pointing at the very Tri- 
'Rom. 13+ 6+ buze-AMory which bore the ſtamp of Czfars Image and Srperſcrip- 
tioa;, And tho the great Apoltle accounts fnch Tribute q Debr, 
that belongs to Czſar as Gods Minſter, to ſupport the Charge 
znd Hom of a Divine Vicegerency, yet our Engliſh Liberties 
teach 
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teach us other things. We ſay the King can have none of cur. - 


Eſtate without our own Cor/ert ; . And to be ſure, We have a 
Free-born-People, that will neyer give him. their Conſent to any 
Afoney-matter unleſs they ſee Good Reaſon for ict. The Body- 
Politick is very apt to breed the Kings-Evil: His Majeſty cou'd 
heal it with a couch of his Prerogatve, but 'tis Reſolved, - No 
Cure, No Mony; Nor indeed will they. truſt him, (who has. the 
beſt Reaſon to know it) to judge of the Diſfemper., They know 
their own Grzevances, and thoſe are the things they are concern'd 
for. eg 
Thereis an odd Conſtitution called a Church, and this, they 
ſay, is a Divine Eſtabliſhment ; and the Godly party can make 
no £fort upon the Goyernment by. their Commmon-Wealth- Priu- 
ciples ;, but this Church-Party are ready to twit them for dis: 
loyalty, for” Schi/m and , Seaitzon ; they caſt them in the teeth 
with the Oath of Alepiance, and reproach them with the Se- 
vere Homilies againſt Rebellion. Verily this is a great grievance 
to the Goaly-party. (tho the Prince Himſelf may think otherwiſe.) 
And indeed, /fonarchy it ſelf is the Sum Total of All that Party 
can complain of; and *tis not long ſince they oppo/ed it as a 
Grievance. And let us not believe they can ſo ealily forget their 
old Sentzments. Can theyever travel with ſo Noble a Deſevn as to 
make the Crown Flour:ſh? No, no, They will do all they can 
to tarniſh the Splendour, and wither the Beauty of it : They make 
it their buſineſs to ſhrink up the ſizews of the Royal Power, and 
to Cripple the Government, And when by an obſtinate denyal 
of all timely 4:ae, they can bring it to paſs, that the King can- 
not ſtand without them, then they will /er ap themſelves, and 
Govern in Aid of him (as the Spencers would have had it) and 


that ſhall be in liewv of all future S«bſiazes to their Prince. | 


And to this end they will hang their own Arbitrary Padlocks 
upon our private Pockets, . that whatever our Duty and Af- 
feftions may oblige or prompt us to, it may not be in our Pow- 
er (if they can help it) to relieve our Prince in his greateſt exi- 


gence. 


eth. 
Reſol- 


If this be not the Deſign of that Party, what mean thoſe His Majefties -- 
endearing Votes of the ſeventh of Fanuary, 1681, as follow- a 
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Here they ' Reſolved, That: whoſoever ſhall lend or cauſe to be lent by way 


\ put Padloeks of Advance, ary Money ujon the Branches of the Kings Revenme, 
upon Our Puy- ariſing by Cuſtomes, Exciſe, or Hearth- Money, ſhalt be adjudged 


" fes, and allow 


- not a Dominion 79 hinder the: ſitting of Parliaments, and ſhall be reſponſible for the 
* over our own [ame in Park ament, | | 
. Eſtates; isnot Reſolved, Toat whoſoever | ſhall buy any T ally of Arnticipation 
 Ehis Arbitrary? ypon any part of the Kings Revenue, or whoſoever ſhall pay any 
ſuch Tally hereafter to be ſtruck; ſhall be adjudged to hinder 
: the Sitting of Parliaments, and ſhall be reſponſible for the ſame tn 
Parliament, | 
Were not theſe very endearing Reſolutions? What 
Prince would not hugg ſuch a Dutiful Houſe of Commons for 
them ? That Party that could take the Confidence to paſs ſuch 
. Votes about the Revenue of their Soveraign, without all _ 
on, would have ſe:zed it into their own hands, if their Afoc:a- 
 ton- Army had been ready for it. | 

But notwithſtanding all this, His Majeſty is as a Angel of 
God, to diſcern betwixt a prevalent Fatt:on, and the Conventi- 
on of the Three Eſtates duely qualified ; and therefore he was 
pleaſed in His Gracious Declaration, to give us this Caution : 
Let not the reſtleſs Malice of Nl Men, who are labouring to poyſon 
our people, ( ſome out of fondneſs of their Old Beloved Commonwealth- 
Principles, and ſome out of anger at their being diſappointed in the 
Particular Defignes they had for the accompliſhment of their own 
Ambition and Greatneſs) perſmade any of our Good Subjebts, that 
we intend to lay afide the uſe of Parliaments : For we do ſtill De- 
clare,. That no Irregularities of Parliaments, ſhall ever make us out of 
love with Parliaments, which we look upon as the beſt Method for 
healing the Diftempers of the Kingdom, and the only Means to pre- 
ſerve the Monarchy in that due Credit and Reſpett, which ut ought 
to have both at home and abroad. 

This is his Majeſties Gracions Declaration, Senſe and Temper, 
and all- Good Subjects will readily ſubſcribe to it, and foflow ſuch 
2 pattern. ; 

But for all this (being upon this inquiry) are not they Erc- 
mes to Parliaments, who give the higheſt provocations that may 
be to ſet the Chnrch againſt them ? yet this hath been done by 

that Faratick Party. After ſuch great pretences and braggs of 


their own Care and Zeal for Religion, one would have ex- 
pected, 


BL 
.petted, that (had they not laid down their eſtates at the Apoſh- 
les feet) they would have opened their purſes and Jaid out 
(at leaſt, as Anariasand Saphira did) ſome part of it, for often- 
tation; that - they would have bought in all Impropriations, 
and laid them again to the Church for the encouragement of 
Orthodox and faithful Miniſters : but we were egregiouſly delu- 


ded in this expectation. * The Rights and Priviledges of Holy p. 
« Church,cont.rmed in the very firſt Article of 41a9na Carta, and p. 60. 


« ſworne to by all Kings Succeeding, were never ſo intringed, 
«2s by that A# of Excluding the Biſhops from litting in the 
< Houſe of Peers: Where aſluredly they had fate lonzer, in 
«their Prxdeceſlors, than any of the Lay-Nobility in their No- 
<« bleſt Anceſtors ; and had as good right of Sitting and Voting 
< there, as either the Przrogative Royal, or the Laws could 
<« vive them. But the Deſign of that Party was to pull down 
the beſt Reformed Church in Chriſtendom, and ſo they did. And 
altho they let in upon us an /nwndation of all Opinions,Sects and 
Hereſies (to the Scandal of all Forreign Churches, and the re- 
proach of Chriſtianity) yet our late Pretenders to Reformation 
were ſo far from taking warning at that miſchief, that they 
made it their buſineſs to lay all Waſte and Common, For thoſe 
many wiſe and ſober Ads, which our Anceſtors, with great 
deliberation and prudence had been contriving ever ſince the 
firſt Reformation, and eſtabliſht for the Security of this beſt 
of Churches, and the moſt Apoſtolical and Primitive Religion, 
This Party had deſign*d to cut them all off at one fatal blow, 
by a haſty Bl! of ſome few dayes ſtanding ; which had ir ta- 
ken effect according to their Projection, had moſt infallibly 
blown up this Eſtabliſht and Reformed Religion ; For then a 
Converticle would have been planted at every Church door, to 
intercept and diſtraft, nay, to divide and confound us in our 
Publick and Solemn Meetings. Whereupon, to my own know- 
ledge, ſome of the wiſeſt of the Roman Catholicks do look upon 
the defeat of that Fanatical Party in that attempt, to be no 
leſs Miraculous for the Preſervation of this Church, then his 
Majeſties Happy Kern was for the Reftauration of it. And 
for this ſo Miraculous a preſervation of this Church, from that 
Fanatical Deſign, next and immediately under Divine provi- 
dence, (as far as ever I am able oy NG nn ) we are _ 

| obliged 
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obliged to thank the tender care of our moſt Gracious King. 
By which pious and worthy Deed, He hath moſt emine 
deſerved, as well as juſtifyed, his own 1:tle, The Defender of the 
Faith, and ſhewn himfelf a true Narfrg - Father of the 
Church. 

For thoſe Chaplains, which were ſet up by this Fat#:on, the 
encouragements they gave them, were not for preaching Peace 
and Righteouſneſs, not for Propagating the Goſpel, as was pre- 
tended, butSedirion ; which how effeftually they performed, He 
that liſt, may read, in the Firſ# and Second Part of the D:/- 
ſenters Sayings, or Evangelium Armatum, to which I referr the 
Reader for his better ſatisfaftion. And 

For the Papifts, this ſort of men have no ſuch averſion to 
them, but upon occaſion they are ready to take Sanctuary a- 
mong them.; For Mr. Baxter, in his firſt Plea, p. 233. tells us, 
It is but reaſonable, if on ſuch nec:ſſity they ſhould accepe of favour 
from any Papiſt that ſhould ſave them (viz. from the Penalties 
of Conformity.) By which (ſayes an ingenious Author) the 

The ſecond'Reader may judge, who is a greater friend to Popery, the Old 
partoftheHift Pryzeftants, who have made Laws to keep it out ; or the Di/- 
dy 7 ſenters, who would deſtroy thoſe Laws to let it in. 

Now when a ſober and learned Clergy have with. great pains, 
& to as great ſatisfaction,juſtifyed the preſent eſtabliſhment of the 
beſt of Churches, in her Doctrine, Liturgy,and Government, How 
can they be well pleaſed to ſee a Faction - (tho under the pro» 
tection and: Countenance of both Houſes) ſo ſcornfully neglect 
a Convocation, the Legal and Signal Inſtrument of our Refor- 
mation, and: carry on Debates about Church-Matters to ſuch.a 
prodigious height of extravagancy, as has expoſed us more 
than ever, among our enemies, to the Reproach of deſerting 
the Practice of the Catholick, Churchy/ to give our ſelves up to 
the Deſultory Yores of a Parliamenty or (which is all one) to 
embrace a Parliamentary-Religion ? 

How violently did this Party fall upon the Synod" of 1640. 
which conſiſted of as Learned and Pious men as ever met in ſuch a 
Convention, and made as Prudent needful and ſeaſonable C;- 

Obſery. from 7075 as ever were extant ? © Poor men, ſayes Dr. Hezlyn,, to 
.376-to 198..* what a diſtreſs were they brought ? in danger of the Kings 


* diſpleaſure if they roſe, of the Peoples fury, if they nt in 
«danger 
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&« danger of being beaten up by Tumults while they were at 
* the work; of being beaten down by the following Parliament, 
* when the work was done; and after all, obnoxious to the 
&« Iaſh of Cenſorious Tongues for their good intendments. For 
*< notwithſtanding their great Care, that all things might be 
&« done with decency, and to ed:fication, every one muſt have his 
* blow at them. And they were encouraged hereunto by this 
Fattion. Nor can We forget the Eleventh Perſecution, (as it was 
called) carryed on againſt the moſt Corformable,” Orth1dox, and 
Eminent of the Clergy, with Barbarous rigour by Mr. Whzte and 
his Commttee, under the Parliament of Forty Oze. If any of thoſe 
ſuffering Gentlemen became Enemies to Parliaments, I need not 
tell you who made them ſo; and your own Reaſon will tel! 
yon, they that did this, were the Parliaments firſt and greateſt 
enemies; for Per quod unumquodgue eſt tale, id Magis off tale, 

And if the Generallity, of the moſt Loyal and Sober Commons, 
have an averſ#1 to Parliaments, *twas the ſame Phanatick-par- 
ty raiſed it in them. And are not they great enemies to Par- 
ltaments, who make the Conſtitution a terror and a grievance 
to the Subject. The Devil is calPd a Roaring-Lion, and a De- 
ffroyer 3 and why is he repreſented ſo terrible, but to make us 
hate him? we are told that Rwlers are nor a terror to good Works, 
but to the Exall : if thou doft welt, be not afraid of the Power, But 
when the Power is ſet up Paramount to all Law and Equity, 
and they that ſhould encourage it do make themſelves a ſcourge 
to Loyalty and Obedience, they become a.terror to good men 
and the very beſt of Subjets. Hereupon the Author of the... ... 
Remarques Fulian, tells us, © { carmot but with Horror re- RA | * po 
& member the Tyrannical and Oppreſſive Authority which the © * 

« Houſe of Commons durſt uſurp over their fellow-Subjects : how 
« many of us were perſecuted by their Ban-doggs and Purſui- 
« yants? how many, that knew not ſo well the Charter of 
< their Liberty, were forced to yield Obedience to their un- 
* warrantable and peremtory votes, led in Captivity ſhameful- 
& ly ſeveral miles through their Native Countrey up to £01407, 
« Committed to illegal and chargeable priſons, harraſled with 
* Arbitrary fines or cenſures, brought on their knees, forced to 
« undergo the baſeſt forms of ſubmiſſion, unworthy the Ho- 3 
& nour of the Engliſh Liberty ; and all- by an" uſurping and un- 
Ca : &© warrantable 
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** warrantable Power, whom they had never offended, and'a- 
« 92inſt whom no offence lay ! I. hope, /ayes He, we ſhall feel 
<« the ſcourge of ſuch a Tyranny no more. I hope it will ne- 
& yer come to that, that we of the Countrey, who ſend up 
-» Members to ſerve for us in the great Convocation of the 
* Kingdom): ſhall ſtand in awe of the Power we truſt *em with- 
* all: I hope they are to ſit there for our good and our peace : 
*© not for our terror. 

And yet if i$ not a Common thing for the moſt ſtubborn 
Non-Conformiſts to threaten even ſuch as are in Authority with 
2 Parliament ? and upon what account, but becauſe they Pro- 
ſecute them for their miſdemeaners, and inflict the penalty of 
the Laws upon them for their diſobedience? Do but check a 
Proteſtant of the New Edition, for deſpiſing Dominions and 
ſpeaking evil of Dignities; and he*le tell you, we ſhall have 
2- Parliament. Tax a Converticle, tax an Afſociator, tax an 1g- 
zoramus-Jury, tax the moſt malicious and injurious Republicarr, 
TFhey'le tell you We ſhall have a Parliament. Is not this the 
way to make them a terror unto Loyalty ? If we thought they 
would prove, what the men that uſe theſe Meraces, would have 
them, we ſhould be far enough from having any fondneſs for 
their Convention. For who can have a true value for ' ſuch as 
arg ſet up to be a terror to their virtue. Such therefore as 
uſe theſe threatnings, and much more ſuch as ſuggeſt for Pre- 
cedents, thoſe matters of fatt (which have been lookt upon with 
borror in all Ages) are to be condemned as the greateſt Ene- 
165 unto Parliaments. 

I confeſs, what you ſay is true, we ſhould hide the naked- 
neſs of our Fathers, rather than expoſe it.: Shem and Faphet, 
received a ſignal Bleſſing for it : but that ſtory is very imper- 
tinent in this Caſe., We are not now. to- treat a Patriarch, 
but our Repreſent..tves, in whoſe miſcarriages we are concern'd, 
and ſo much the more, when they are committed againſt our 
King, the Father of our Countrey. Shall we ſee the Beacon 
on fire and take no notice of it ? May we not enquire, when 
we find a Gracious King diſpleaſed, and our own expectation 
diſappointed. May we not then enquire into the grounds of 
it ? This ſure, we are obliged: to do ypon a double account, 
that is, as well, for, the. Juſtification of our ſelves, as for a Cau- 
tiou to poſterity, For, | 1. Silence 
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1. Silence would argue conſent ; and I hope you. would not 
have us bid them Goa-5Speed, in their-heats and violences,much 
teſs in their exorbitances againfſt-all Law, and in their notori- 
ous undutifulneſs to their 'Soveraign. In matters of Fatt, 
when the proceedings are irregular, we muſt reflect upon them, 
that we may diſown them ; and we are obliged to diſown them, 
that'we may diſcharge our ſelves, and throw all the guilt up- 
on ſuch as have deſerved it. We hope the Body of a Kingdom 
has as much Power and Right as you have taught a Petty Jury. 

2. And ſome care ſhould be taken for Poſterity: Dies Diem 
docet : Weare to make the beſt we can of a bad market; and 
the beſt uſe we can make of a Paſt-miſcarriage, is to turn it into 
Caution for the future. Why are Sea-marks ſo carefully ſet 
up and preſerved, but to prevent a future Shipwrack? When we 
ooſerve that ſuch Reformado-Commonwealths-Men, or Crommne'li- 
ans, as have got into the Houſe of Commons, have brought their 
old Seditious Principles along with them, and ſteer their 
Courſe (in all: Debates) by their old Card and Compaſs, to miſ- 
lead others, and drive the Veſlel they are imbarqued in upon 
Rocks and Quicksands ; certainly ?its our Duty, in prudence, 
to take notice of it ; that in future E/e&#os of Members for. 
that great ſervice, we may not inſtead of a Worthy Parrior, make 
Choice of an 1ncendtary, 

'Tis true, in ſome ſenſe, They onght not to be queſtioned for 
their freedom of Debating in the Honſe, where matters are ft 
and allowed them to debate of. But it would argue too great 
a want of modeſty to beg freedoms of ſpeech of His Majelty, 
and then to take the rude Liberty to reproach him. To ſpit 
in his Face, who has given me leave to open my Mouth; every 
Man of common ſence will condemn to be no lets rude and unjuſt, 
than diſingenuous and ungrateful. 

If therefore, they ſhall vent themſelves in ſach expreſſions as 
may become Seditious, when thev come to iniluence the Common 
People, certainly if they publiſh them (which cannot be conltrued 
but to be to that effect) they ought not to. be paſt over as /-- 
nocent ;, and ?tis a figne the King has few Friends in the Houle, 
or at leaſt, that the /1zjor part are not his Loyal Supcits, 
(whatever they may pretend in words of courſe or coniple- 


ment) if they let ſuch undutiful .expreilions be made Popu.ir, 
_ and 
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and paſs the Houſe without a cenſure, I am well aſſured, the 
practice was otherwiſe in'the Reign of Q. El:zabeth, and in 
the late Kings time, ſome were juſtly Fin'd and Impriſoned'up- 
on that account; for which you-may fee the Example of Mr. 
AMorrice, in the account Mr. 1 owneſend has given of the journal of 
Parliaments in ſome years of that Queens Reign, and in the 
Obſervations of Dr. Heylyn. P. 95, 96. | 

That we ſhould not ſpeak evil of the Dead, has ſome truth 

and piety in it: but I do not think, the 1ory-Plor- Monger takes 
his meaſures aright, when he applyes it to a diſſolved Parlia- 
ment. For when the Ds/pme was about the Body of Moſes, 
if the Devil cries it up fo High, as to have it worſhipped, 
I hope it is no offence to the great Law-giver to ſay, he was 
ſubje& to 1nfirmiies;, and for all this, if the Devil will yet 
infiſt uport, to have ſuch honour beſtow*d upon him, as is no 
way due to him, ſure though A4chaet bring no rayling Accuſa- 
tzon, He may be allowed to ſay, 1he Lord Rebuke thee. 
- When men die, Charity ſhould bury their-evil Deeds with 
them. Burt if fond and ſuperſtitious men will Canonize their 
Memory ſo far as to make their very Errours, and the very 
worſt of Actions become precedents, *tis no Si but Daty to 
call them to remembrance, and remarks them to Poſterity. 

Sir, I beg your pardon, in thatI had almoſt forgot the pre- 
tended Soveraignty you mention, tho indeed *tis ſcarce worth 
the remembring : Whatever the Zare Praftice of that Party hath 
aſſum'd, if I miſtake not, Mr. Baxter hath- been the Principal 
Herauld at Armes that has proclaimed it;(and he is audacious e- 
nough to publiſh any thing.) 

I confeſs there is a Soveraignty in Parliament, as it is the Su- 
pream Court of England. But when we ſpeak of the two Houſes, 
and much more, if we ſpeak of the Commons in diſtinttion from, 
and oppoſition to the King, there is no ſuch Soveraignty belongs 
to them. 

The Statute of 25. Her. 8.c. 21. ſaith thus, in the pream- 
ble of it, Whereas His Majeſties Realm Recognizeth no Superiour 
under God, but only His Majeſty. If the whole Realm recognize 
no. other Superiour, do They, by their Elet:on of Members for 
Parliament, ſetup ſo many new Soveraigns over Themſelves ? 
Is the whole Realm under the King as their only Superiour, 

and 
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and are their Repreſentatives, prefently, Hail-Fellow-Well-mes, 
with his Majeſty? Who ſends abroad Ambaſſadors? Who 
makes Peace and Warr f But we need - not travel from home 
for Marks of Soveraignty: Who has the command of the 
Ailitia by Sea and Land? How cdme the two Houſes to fit to- 
gether? Do they fign Warrants: with their own Signets to 
Summon or Diſlolve Themſelves ? No, theſe are marks of the 
Kings Preropgative, and a branch of His Royal Soveraignty, 
which the Houſe of Commons ſhare as little in as they which 
ſent them ; which is »0t at all, 

We are told, that King James once ſaid in a time of Pars 
Hament, (but whether in way of jear, or otherwiſe, who can 
tell,) < That there were now five hunded Kings beſides himſelf. 

« Tho great advantage have been made of thoſe words, yet to 

« any man that rightly underſtands the conftitution of an Eng- 

« l;ſh' Parliament, the Commons are ſo far from being either Obſervat. pag. 
* [Lords or Kings, that (Dr. Heylyz affirms) they are not ſo 58. 

« much, as a part of the Supream-Conncel; it being eafy (faith 

« He) to be evidenced out of the Writ, which commands their 

& attendance, that they are called only to confexr and ſ#»mit to 

ſuch Reſolutions and Concluſions as ſhould be then and there 

_ on by the Kings great Councel, or the great Councel 

of the Kingdom. The word of the Writ import no more. 

Ad faciendum & Conſentiendum his, que rum ibidem de Communi 7 Power of 
eonſilio dif; Regni noſtri ( favente Deo) contigerit Ordinari. Before Canmons, end 
Henry the 3d. all Laws and Ordinances paſſed by the King and Peers. 1680. 

In point of Judicature, the Judgment belongs to the Lords * Ofthe Judi- 


only, faith Mr. Selen : * and the Houſe of Commons diſclaim*d Fre of _ 
it (1 Her. 7th.) by Solemn Proteſtation. Nay He tells us fur- nap 4 035 


ther, That They had no Power formerly to judge of the Ele/ti- + Ib 
on of their own Members. + And perhaps ſince there has been ” * f* & 
ſuch fatt:ons and violent ſtickling to make Parties, it were hap- 
py for the Government, if that were the praftice at this Day. 
And how came this Change ? Doubtleſs as the 1 ares came into 
the Field: The Crafry Enemy did it while men ſlept. 
That the Swpremacy ſhould be divided betwixt the T'wo Hou- 
ſes is a Riddle to me, and that the Power of the Commons 
fhonld be Coordinate with His Majelties, mnch more. Are they 


not. His Subjects when.they enter into the Houle ? How come 
they 
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they to put off their Subjeftion ? Does their Priviledge exalt 
them preſently above all -that #s called God (by creation and 
office) and all that is C:villy worfhipped upon that account ? 
In their Perſonal Capacities we know they are all but Subjes: 
They all ſwear Allegiance fo the King, and if they Aft other- 
Wiſe, they are all for/worn before God ; .and when he cajls them 
to Accompt he will judge them ſo. Grant them to be the Re- 
preſentatives of all the Commons, and in that ſence the Body of 
them ; yet they muſt have a Head; and if fo, yet till they 
are Subordinate, If their Conjunttion gives them a ſhare in the-Su- 
premacy>, at what Period of time,” by what Form of words, or 
Symbolical Ceremonies is that Power derived to them ? Why 
are the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy tendred to them at 
their entrance of the Houſe, but on purpoſe to prevent that 
4urmiſe? And when they are moſt and beſt Vrzred in the Houſe, 
why do they, in alltheir Adareſſes to His Majeſty, ſtile them- 
ſelves His moſt Loyal and moſt Humtle Subjects ? They ſhould 
take the Title of His Partners and Affociates in the Royal Power 
if they were Coordinate : But the Name of Subjects, and Faith- 
ful and Obedient Subjett5:in their Addreſles, is an utter 4:/clarmer of 
all-pretence to ſuch a Coordinate Power and ſhare in the Soveraigrty. 
For their pretence to the Legr/lative Power, there is a great 
deal more made of it, than it will amount unto. Without the 
Kings Royal Aſlſent, no Law can be made or changed. And 
without His Aſſent, no Orders or Ordinances of one or both 
the Houſes (of Lords and Commons) can be good, to make or 
change Laws, And this Prerogative of the King (ſaith Mr. 
(a) Tit Prerog, Shepperd (a) in his Abridgement) is not grantable over to any 
in Parl. p. 5. other, (whereas the Power of Jadicature is communicable.) 
The Houſes, you ſay, have a Hand in the Lepsſlation: So 
"SOM hath the Beoggar in my Almes. © Whena thing is ſaid to be 
ansP- 55* & enacted by the King, with the advice and aſſent of the two 
« Houſes, That Advice and Afſent of the two Houſes is their 
<« paſſing and enafting of it, as to their Part, ſaith the Lord 
« Hollis. For to ſpeak properly, No man has a Legiſlative 
Power, Originally, but he whoſe Will is a Law; I fay —m_ 
nally; for in proceſs of time, and upon emergent Compacts, 
Cuſtoms and Conſent, the Conſtitution may be otherwiſe. And 


fo it is Taid, in the Preamble of the Statute of 25 Her. $. 21. 
| *? That 
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«That this Realm 1s free from Snbjection to any Mans Laws, but 
« only ſuch as have been deviſed, made and ordained within this 
* Realm-for the weal of the ſame, or to fuch others as by the 
< Sufferance of the King and his Progenitors, the People of this 


<Realm, have taken at their free Liberty by their own Con- 


* ſent, to be uſed among them, and have bound themſelves by 
«long Cuſtom to the obſervance of the ſame. 
But, as I was ſaying, Originally none hasa Legiſlative Power, 
but he whoſe W:{ is a Law. And this is the purport of that 
1rite ſaying among the C:v:Lavs, Quod princips placuit levis ha- 
bet vigorem : The Princes pleaſure hath the Force of a Law; 
and this appears from the manner of making Laws amongſt us, 
Le Roy I@veut : The King Wills it ſhall be ſo: And this Decla- 
ration of the King's pleaſure palleth it into a Law. 
This is the Kings Will frx?d and bounded; and it is in this 
ſence, that Bratton ſaith, Rex in Regno ſuo Superiores habet Deum & 
legem: The King in his Realm hath two Superiours, God and the 
Law. For when the K:7g*s Will is fxt by a ſtanding Law, that 
Law becomes, in iome ſence, Superiour to Him : That is, His 
Deliberate and Fixed Will is preterrable and Superiour to that 
which is but Tranſiert and Arbitrary. And thus, having made 
a Graiit of any thing, and tyed up our own Hands by that Means; 
*ris an uſual ſaying with us, That ſuch a thing is ror 72 on 
poer ;, becauſe we have already made it over for the benefit of 
another, and it is become His R:g#r7, which (then) we cannot 
diveſt Him of without His own Conſent. | 
Having laid down this, I ſhall give my Reaſons, why the Le- 
viſlative power cannot properly be attributed to the Two Houſes 
of Parliament. 
Firſt, Becaiiſe every Law is an Act of Grace in the Prince ; 
ard an Act of Grace jt mult needs be, becauſe it is a reſtraint , _. | 
. : Re A HED F Il Digndtur Ce 
of his Will, and a #c::ding of his Prerogative. || Hereupon the dere de jure ſuo 
Preface to Magna Charts runs thus, Hery, by the Grace of God, xegio. And he 
&c. Know you, that We of our meer ana free Will have given and pafſes Atts nor 
Granted, ©c. What is an Act of Grace in-the Prince, cannot be *x 4ev:ro juſtt- 


an Act of Power in the Subject; for. that would confound Prince 7 Put x 
Gratia.See Ame 


and Subject ; which is irrational, inconſiſtent, and abſurd. 1d. of Bribede. 
Secondly, The Houles properly have no ſhare in the Legiſlative pag. 208, &e; 
porer ; becauſe they obtain our Laws Ly prayer. In making of og 
our Antient Laws, - faith Mr. Se/den, The Commons did percre, Ubi Sup. - 
the Lords Aſentire, and the King Concludere, The Commons did Þ+ 13% 
D pray, 


[26] 

Pray, the Lords did Afent,, the King Conclude. The Lords did 
Aſſet, not to the Law; for it is no Law when it is brought to 
them for their Aſert - But to the Per:ri09 of the Commons, to 
be made a Law; and the Lords Afent unto it, as a thing that 
will tend to the Honour of the Crown (whereof they are, or 
ſhould be the Guardians) as well as to the Benefit of the Syb- 
| ject,, whom the Houſe of Commons Repreſents; and on whoſe 
behalf they do Petition. | 

Now if the Per:tioner, tho? never ſo highly recommended, 
obtains his Requeſt, yet *tis very Catacreſtical to call him his 
own Almoner upon that account ; and tho? he reaps the profit 
of it, yet to allow him a ſhare in the Authority and Grant of 
the Benefaction, would be a great Dero-ation to the Honour and 
Generoſity of the Benetactor. 

That this is the Caſe in making of Laws, beſides Mr. Sel- 
ders Authority, we have the Stile of our Laws at this day to 
juſtify it. In the 13 Car. 2. c. 1. The Att runs thus: We, the 
Lords and Commons in Parliament Allembled, do moſt humbly 
beſeech Your moſt excellent Majeſty, {hat it may be Enatted 
(This is the Lords and Commons part) And be it Enatted by the 
Kings Moſt Excellent Majeſty : This is Le Roy lever, the King's 
Fiat to it, which gives it the Authority and Force of a Law. 

- Thirdly, Another Argument againſt their having an ( Author: 
tative) hand in the Legiſlation is this: No Lec ſtator, that is, no 
Soveraign is under the Coercive Power of his own Law. But if 
the Lords and Commons, or any of them ſhall commit Felony 
or Treaſon; Will their Membcrſbip, or pretended Soveraizmty give 
them a priviledge, and exempt them from Proſecution? I trow 
not. Why do they beg freedom to Debate when they enter the 
Houſe, if they were not liable, bath to miſcarriage, and to be 
queſtion?d for it ? 

Furrthly, | will conclude this with one Inſtance, which I am 
ſure is unanſwerable. If they have a Leerjlutive Power in all Sta- 

* 12 Carol. 2. tutes, then in -4- Act of pardon and vblivimi. * Do the Lords and 
4 t They A Commons { Aztborit.ztrvely) make this? then they Pardon Them:- 
nowledze it, f;... a 2 RP wer th: Dried Pope did 
His Majcſiies ſelves; which is a, greater Power than any £re/# or Pope did ever 


incomparable yet pretend to. : 
Grace and But we are to inquire what. is to be done to recover that YVere- 


= I'1 tO ration, which hath been eyer paid to theſe Antien. and Honon- 
 +FOPRe rable Conſtitutions ? Certainly Parliaments can never do then - 
{elves more Right and Honour, then 1n bringing foch $47 cvs 
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Politico*s to condign Puniſhment ; for till ſuch Principles be rooted 
out of our Poliricks, neither Prince nor Loyal Subject can be ſafe ; 
nor indeed can the Government ſtand ſecure;For ſuch Maximes will 
not only Countenance but Legitimate any Faction (if they can make 
Head and get ſtrength enough) to Subvert it : But that is nor All. 

To do as we would be done by, if we were in the ſame Circum- 
ſtances, is a Rule that will go far, and hold good to all Relations. 
And there is Another no leſs Authentick : Kender unto Ceſar the 
things that are Czfar's, and to God the things that are God's. 

The things of God are Depoſited in His Church ; and Hear the 
Cyurch, ſaith our Bleſſed Saviour. The Church is The Ground and 
Pillar of Truth in Eneland, as well as it was at Epheſus, || where 
Timothy preſided, as Metropolitan, This Church (of Enzland) 
tho? overwhelmed awhile with an [nwndation of Setts and Here- 
ies, yet (all the while) ſtood firm under Water (as a Rock) till 
thoſe Floods were dryed up or ſtagnated in Converticles, And 
they will flow again into the Boſome of the Church, or ſink into 
the Earth, and come to nothing. 

Hear the Church therefore, as She ſpeaks to you, upon occa- 
ſion, in Symoas, or (which is all one) in Convocations : Hear Her 
in her Dottrine;, Hear Her in her Liturgies, wherein She ſpeaks to 
you continually ; & Hear Her in her D:ſciphne, wherein She is rea- 
dy to ſpeak to you, as ſoon as you are ready to give Her Audience. 

It was Reſolved by the Houſe of Commons in the Parliament at 
Weſtminfter, Fan. 10. 1680, 

That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, That the Proſecution of Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters upon the penal Laws, is at this time, grievous to 
the Subjett, a weaknins of the Proteſtant Intereſt, an ene: uragement 
to Popery, and dangerous to tne Peace of th? Kingdom. 

This Ye did not tend to Heal or Unite, but much more to 
break ard ſcatter us: And the Je/zrtes (who have their Speakeng- 
Trumpets in our Converticles, to ſuggelt ſich Doctrine at a 
diſtance) will thank them for it. 

To reſtore Parliaments to their dve and antient Veneration, 
They muſt give God his D«e, which He demands: of us by His 
Church : And Ca/ar mutt have his Due too. If any encroach- 
ment therefore has been made upon the Crown, let Parliaments 
take care to redreſs it. For we [hall never be at eaſe and quiet, 
till we be reduced to onr primitive Conltitations. If it can be 


truly ſaid, Av 7::tio ron fur fic, from the beginning it was not 


ſo, then we muſt come to that Rule, What is Written in the 
D 2 | Law ? 


+ 1 Tim. g. 
I}, 15. 
[] 1 TiN. I. 2+ 


» Conc. Nit- 
en, Can. 6. 
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Law ? How readeſt thou? Te «gyaie thy x2g7670: * Let old 


Cuſtoms be kept; In this caſe, As you were, the Souldiers Poſture, 


will be the belt for our Defence and Safety. 

In our agni-Charta, it 1s ordered that no Freeman be 4- 
merced, but falvo contenemento .ſuo; What Contenement ſignifies is 
fome queſtion : but that it ſignifies ſome uſeful and commen- 
dable thing, that belongs to him 1s vut of all queſtion, Ve 
wo hovor.vili Conterements amittet; ſaith Glanvil, The Law pro- 
vides that he loſeth not this advantage, (whatſoever it be.) Sr. E. 
Cooke faith, it ſignifiesa mans Countenarce which he hath together 
with, and by reaſon of his Frechold, And they ſay, the Armour of 
a Souldicr, ard the Books of a Schollar, as well as the Waimage of a 
Villein, (which is named in the Charter) are their countenances. 


Now B99s are not more needful for a Sc:tar, nor Ar- 


 mour for a Soldier, than His Prerogative is for the King : He 
cannot Govern the Realm, He cannot defend Himſelf, He can- 


 * Dan. 4+ 30. 


I weſt. Is 48. 
3. E. 1. 


not enforce the Laws, He cannot protect the juſt, nor puniſh e- 
vil doers, without it. If we allow him to have any Freee!d, 
His Prerogative is his Conteremert, the very. countenance of 
his Majeſty ; and if it were not for thai, 4: and 3 fhould be 
at a loſs in a thouſand Accidents. 

Salus populi ſuprema Lex, was the old iaying. 7h: ſafety of the 
people is tire fupreme Law : butit is not the peoples Law, nor. 
are they to be entruſted with the execution of it- *'Tis the 
Royal- Law, which the Prince preſcribes unto H:1:/c!/f;, and where- 
in that /afety of the People does conſiſt, and by what mes 
and metn:ds it is to be preſerved, is in the Princes breaſt to 
determine. But it cannot be performed, or effectually provi- 
ded for, without his Prerogative. And therefore tis not uſual 
with God Himſelf to take any Amcrciament of a Prince, but 
Salve cortenemento, (as we ſee in the ſignal example of Nebu- 
echadiiczzar *) and I am ſure ?tis the Subjects Duty to be as care- 
full of the Kings Intereſt as he is of theirs; That the £E /:ſh- 
Liberties may not devour the Englij»-Monarchy , And whate- 
ver Princes grant, tis with this Exception, Of impeaching His 
Prerogatives, as is to be ſeen in the Statute of Weſtm:;ter. 
For as much as the Kino hat ordaized theſe things, (viz. this Stat. 
of Weſt. 1.) for the Doro of God and the Church, and for the 
Commor:-Weal, and for remedy cf ſuch as are grieved, He wou'd not 
that at any Othrr tune it ſhould turn in prejudice of him, or of hrs 
Crown,but that ſuc! right as appertain to him ſhould be ſavedin all joints. 

| ; Theſe 


bt. ited 


W109 UA 


Lig] 

Theſe (as the Lawyers tell us) are ſome < Branches of the Shed, Abride 
*© Kings Prerogative, 1. That generally Statutes of Reſtraint, gy mal v2 
* be they in the affirmative or negative, do not bind him, pg. 56. 
* unleſs he be expreſly named : or it be a Statute to Advaice 
*« Keligion, ſupprels fraud, or other wickedneſs. 
«. 2, That in the conſtruttion of a Statute, nothing is to 
<« be taken by equity againſt the King. 
*. 3. That he ſhall have Advantage by an Af of Parliament, 
«tho he be not named in it. * | 
; *©. 4. That he 1s favoured in the expoſition of any Statute. 
| « $5. That where an Ac of Parliamert gives any thing to him 
| *by the name of King, this generally ſhall inure to Him and his 
« Succellors ; ſo that every King ſhall have it after him. 

[t might very well become the duty of a Parliament, (as 
well as the Generolity of the Ez.1/jh Nation) & would tend much 
- to the redeeming of their Honour, To reſtore what has been. 
clipt off the Crowa by ſurprize or fraud ; - and return what 
has been taken from the Prerogative by Dwrc/s, or thrown 0- 
ver-board upon the violence of ſome Storm, or ſtreſs of Wea- 
Ip ther. For, If as all © Ca/n:/is hold, thoſe Oaths and Promiſes : 
| «© which, are extorted by fear or force, . are not obligatory ; 
<« ] cannot tell why thoſe things which by meer necellity Prin-- 
«< ces are comperPd to, as well for the preſervation of their 
«< Body Natural as Politick, ſhould be denyed the priviledg of 
«being dillolved upon that very ſcore, that other things of the- 
« ſame Nature are as is very well argued by the Author of 
« The great point of Succeſſion D:ſeuſſ-d, page 22. 

In a Monarchy of this Complexion, . great care ſhould be. 
taken to keep the Ballance even; For in Ye. 3. lis time: 
when the Lords were grown too High, it was tound -and felt, 
Quort Domini tot Tyrani : So many Lords fo many Tyrants 
And may not the C9025 grow fo great and infolent too, as to 
Lord over the Prince and Nobles. There can be no dyubt of 
tis to ſuch as can remember the proceedings of that Faction, 
which ſprang up in the Houſe of Caprmors in 41. Sr. Eaw. 
Deeriins in the Collefticin of his Speecl.cs, tells us, 1 hat, If they 
could Llring the Li ds to fit in the Houſe of Commons, and tive 
Kino to be but ag>one of the Loras, then th:ir work, was ave. 
And what that was (which was driven home with a witneſs at laſt } 
{ome of the Noble Peers have as little reaſon to forget as iis Majeſty, 

It concerns us therefore to ſtrenzrhen the Kinzs hands, —_ 
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he may be able to Govern and Hold the Ballance even; Elſe 
when there are Fattions got into both Houſes, and the Lords 
and Commons contend who ſhall. ſway the Beam ; they will joſtle 
the /cales one againſt another (as they have done too often in 
our memory) and we ſhall never be ar quiet betwixt them. 

But whom may we truſt to accompliſh ſo great as well as 
needful a, Work ? All Gentlemen and Freeholders, are concern'd 
to be inquiſitive, and careful that they be not impoſed upon, 
and take falſe meaſures. 

There are a Generation of men, who have not only a froward 
Indignation againſt the Perſons of their Prince and Governour, 
but an Averſion to the Government it ſelf. This Aztipathy, 
and Diſtemper many times is Hered:tary, and, like ſome diſeaſes 
Runs ta a Blood, through*whole Families ; take ſpecial heed of 
ſuch men- For *tis their Inclination, they have ever dowt, and 
they will ever ſeek occaſion to Embroile us. 

Take heed of ſuch as are Diſcontented at their Diſaprointmerts 
in the purſuit of their deſigns of Avarice or Ambition ; Theſe 
Commonly are Aurmurers and Complainers ;, and *tis a part of 
' their CharaCter(as well as praCtice hereupon): They ſeparate them- 
ſelves, or have a kindneſs for ſeparation, and therefore are 
not very like to Unite us. They are mainly in love with no- 
velties and changes, and can hold to nothing that is well ſetled. 
How many formes and ſhapes did they change into, in the late 
times ? New formes of Confeſſions, of Catechiſms, of Diſci- 
pline, in the Church; till we had not the face of a Church 
left amongſt us. And what changes and formes had we-in the 
Civil State ? Inſtead of King and Parliament of the old Rezu- 
lar Conſtitution, we had a Parliament without Biſhops, then 
without and againſt the K:7g, without Loras; and at laſt one 
made up of a Kuwp of Commons ;, we were under Keepers of our 
Liberties, till we had none left to help our ſelves; at laſt we 
were enthrald under the Arbitrary Power of a Protetts and 
his Mercenary Army." And to this pals, That Society of Re- 
fo med 7ejzres, did deſigne to reduce us, as is clear in the /- 
ae: of their late Aſſociation, We have paid dear for our skill 
in Ringing ſuch Changes; which I hope will teach us to take the 
W:ſe-mans Caution, My Son, fear thou the Lyz#and tic Kin, a'd 
meddle nit with tem that are owvea to Change, : 

Take heed of ſuch as have Feathw?d their Nests keretofore 
with Crown ard Church-Lands ; who have parted with their 
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Prince and their Religion to purchaſe the Revenues, which be- 
longed to them ; For theſe having been ſtript of their unjuſt 
Acquiſts by the happy Reſt auration of the King and Church, they 
will Study to embroile us, if not to recover their loſt Footy, yer 
at leaſt to be revenged on the Right Propriators. 
Beware of your Subtile Polzticians, who will ſhift their Prin- * 
ciples to gratify a Party for their own Ends; For they that can 
part with Religion and Conſcience upon ſuch unworthy Termes, 
will never {tick to Sacrifice their King and Countrey to their 
Intereſt. And the Arherſt, who is under no awe of a Dety, or 
the Powers of the World to Come, He makes Religion nothing but 
a Reaſon of State to govern fooles; and He will be ſure, ra- 


ther than run any hazard, to do the like. 


And there are a Sett of Pragmaric.1l.» jealous and deſigning Ze- 
lots, who are better skiPd at Creating plots and dangers, than 
at ſuppreſſing or preventing them. Theſe have their Arts to 
inflame the people's paſſions, that they may have the honour to- 
allay them at the Charge of the Kings Prerogative. Thele are 
generally Partial in their Conformity, and make Choice of a Po- 
pular Religion; not to ſave their Souls, but to! inharce their 
Reputation, and ſerve their factious intereſt. They are nor 
Unform in their obedience ; but while they pretend to abr 1dols, 
they will make no ſ{cruple to Commit Sacriledze, They will Court. 
you as your humble Servant, and cut your throat for their own 
Ends, and the Good Old Caxſe ſhall bear them out in it. 

I muſt Caution theſe Gentlemen -likewiſe againlt Kaw ard 1g- 
norant NVovices, who may follow the Cry of a F:&19%s Party, 
but want Sagacity to take the Sr of Truth and Juſtice. I have 
known ſome of theſe, who have reſoly*d to,Vue down divers 
things, which afterward, (when the F:t of Reforming was aba- 
ted) they have Confelled they did not underſtand. Such as 
theſe will prove P-yſicians of no value; They are not SkiPd 1n 
the P-lſe, or Conſtitution of the Body Pol:tick; They may be for 
violent Purgings , Amputations, or Phlevotoay , as if the Bay 
were affected with a Calenture or a &angrene, when the Diltem- 
per is nothing elſe but the Spleen or-a Flaius of Fanatic friy. 

Such as have drawn their Sword againlt -their Prince, 10 
doubt, they have learnt the Rule of their Maſter #4202120: 0, 
and caſt away their Scabbard, Theſe Perſons are to be loot 
upon as having the traiterous and bloody Bl:de ſtill naked in 


their hands, ready, if occalion ſerves, for allault and execution. 
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Wo therefore are by no means to be imployed in the Coun- 
cel of Peace, which are to be tranſatted with all imaginable 
Caimneſs. Ard if the Law does not allow ſuch as 1rade in 
Blocd (tho it be but.in the blood of Azimals) to be impannejd 
upon any 7z7y, wherein life is concernd, How can it coulilt with 
* the Prudence of the Nation, to entrult ſuch as have ſerved a 
Voluntary Apprentiihip in K«b.ilion, and glutted themſelves with 
the blood of their Prince and his Loyal Subjects, to Conſult 
about the Termes of our common Satety, or Aft towards the 
_Settlement.of our Tranquillity ? But there are rue Sons of the 
Church of Englard, who pay a {trict and conitant obſervance to 
all the commands of their Ghoſtly Mother, who have a great 
Veneration tor the Crown; the Laws and Government, and look 
upon the Perſon and Majelly of their Prince as Highly Sacred; 
fach men (choſen for our Kepreſe.tatives) would Itudy Relrgionſly 
to bring us to a preſent V0» and Settlement. 

In the mean while, His Gracious Myeſty hath offered very fair 
towards it; and if the Sbj:&s would carefully, in their Ke/pes- 
_ tive Stations, perform: their Duty, there would be little reaſon 
for Complaiiing in ou Streets, When his Majeſty (as much as 
is poſlible) endeavours to ſee with kis own Eyes, and hear with 
his own Eares, that He may not be ſurprized to paſs Atts either to 
the Prejudice of his good Subjects, or his own Prerogative ; when 
His Officers are perſons of great Sk/! tor their employments, and 
of known Jategrity ;, when the Laws are ducly put iz Exe-ution ; 
when Rewards and Puniſhments, are equally diſtributed to Ercou- 
rage Virtue and Correct Vice what can we defire more ? 

The reſt lyes on our part, let us lay aſide our Fats and 
Amnmoſcties : let us learn to love the 17th, and Juſtice, to ab- 
hor Schiſme, Sed:t:on, and Sacrrledge, as much as we pretend to 
hate 1dol.:try : let us believe Almighty-God, That, Lo o:cy, is ber- 
trr than Sacrifice : and let our Pratt:ce be according to that Be- 
Fife: let us make ule of #elig:9v, not to make our ſelves po- 
pular, and purchaſe a baneful Reputation, bur to advance Gods 
Glory ; not to /ave our Eſtates, but our Souls: let us frequent 
the Church (and atrend to all her Adminiſtrations) as the beſt 
School of Vertue, and the S2zctuzry of Devout & Pious Souls; then 
may we fIins Iz corvertendo, and reJoyce in the happy return of our 
Proſperity > Wherein I can Relt with very great Contentment. 
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